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March 30, 2007
Hello to everyone from Wyss Farms Enterprises,

Spring is upon us, although last week has put us back in the freezing temperatures.  The calendar says to prepare for planting so that is what we are doing here at the farm.  The soils are still a little wet, but even though it is cold, the rains and snow have been light lately.  The fields are drying, allowing us to soon be doing some preliminary work.
It is a bit aggravating having this delay, but we certainly don’t want it to get too dry which is what I am concerned about this year.  We have had three consecutive above-average growing seasons, and we are due for a correction.
The markets seem to be trying to sort this all out.  Right now wheat is bullish, and that is largely because of these late freezes.  Corn and soybeans are still guessing how the planting season is going to play out and whether the intended plantings will become the actual acres planted.  Then we will worry about yields.
Ethanol still seems to be the “buzzword.”  Because oil prices have gone down, people are wondering, with some justification, about the impact that might have on ethanol.  Oil prices are in the mid-$60’s again, and we are very much reminded why we need to free ourselves of our reliance on foreign markets.  
The ethanol plant in our area, in Bluffton, IN, is now under construction with all permits in place.  It doesn’t look like much yet, but here is concrete in the trenches.  The intended supplier, Cargill, has had an initial meeting with area producers, giving them first insights into their plan to supply the plant.  I understand there is a website showing the plant under construction.  I will get it and share it with you in my next letter.
Until then,
Andy Wyss
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“Setting today’s higher standard in family farm business”

